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	Title: Characterization of Staphylococcus aureus carriage among asymptomatic individuals in the Republic of Congo
General Comments from Reviewer: - The article makes a valuable contribution to understanding S. aureus colonization in the Republic of Congo, highlighting the prevalence of MRSA and PVL-positive strains in the community. With some improvements in the literature review, study design, and discussion depth, the manuscript could provide even more significant insights into the public health implications of S. aureus colonization in Central Africa.
· The study addresses a significant public health issue in an under-researched region. By focusing on asymptomatic carriers of S. aureus, including MRSA, the research contributes valuable insights into potential reservoirs of infection in the community.
· The use of both nasal and oropharyngeal swabs to detect S. aureus colonization is commendable, as it provides a broader understanding of colonization sites. The inclusion of antibiotic resistance testing and molecular analysis for MRSA and PVL genes adds depth to the findings.
· While the introduction outlines the importance of S. aureus colonization, the literature review could be expanded to include more studies from similar African contexts. This would provide a more comprehensive background and highlight the uniqueness of the study.
· Expand the discussion on the implications of antibiotic resistance findings, particularly in relation to public health policies, antibiotic stewardship, and community practices. Consider exploring the role of self-medication and over-the-counter antibiotic availability in contributing to resistance.
· Suggest areas for future research, such as exploring the genetic diversity of S. aureus strains in the Republic of Congo or investigating the impact of interventions aimed at reducing colonization rates.
The article can be published after minor revision.



